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The  whole  policy,  theme  song,  directing  hymn  of  our 
historical  publishing  is  to  publicize  the  use  of  history  as  a 
guidon  for  the  guidance  toward  a sane  future . We  do  not  sigh 
over  the  past  in  the  nostalgic  but  fat -headed  manner  of  the 
romanticist  bragging  about  ’’the  good  old  days.  ” We  have  no 
time  to  stress  past  personal  acts  of  little  moment  just  be- 
cause the  person  happened  to  have  reached  maturity  a hun- 
dred or  more  years  ago.  Along  this  same  line  ours  is  not 
an  organization  for  the  verbal  spraying  of  worm-eaten  fam- 
ily trees.  Of  course,  if  the  big  winds  of  possibility  should 
shake  down  some  big  apples  of  leadership  from  to-day’s 
crop  on  those  family  trees,  then  this  would  be  in  our  line  of 
chronicling,  as  are  the  repetition  of  history,  the  tracing  and 
study  of  mental  trends  and  their  effects  from  one  century  to 
another,  and  just  plain  historical  miracles.  This  might  even 
be  the  miracle  as  well  as  a crutch  to  help  us  on  our  limping 
way  toward  a sane  formula  for  avoiding  in  the  future  the 
similar  pitfalls  and  death  traps  out  of  which  we  have  recently 
and  not  so  recently  clambered. 
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COUNTIES  INVOLVED  DIRECTLY  AND  INDIRECTLY  IN 
THE  TORY  CONSPIRACY  — 1780. 

East  of  The  Blue  Ridge:  Bedford  County,  which  then  included 
Campbell  and  upper  Franklin  Counties. 

West  of  The  Blue  Ridge:  Montgomery,  Botetourt,  which  in- 
cluded pre  s ent  day  Roanoke,  Pulaski,  Wythe,  Floyd,  etc. 
Indirectly  involved  w e r e Amherst,  Albemarle,  Pittsylvania 
and  Rockbridge  Counties. 

This  small  book  deals  with  the  Tory  Activity  during  the 
crucial  years  1780-1781.  This  took  on  a more  concentrated 
form  than  the  earlier  and  more  scattered  Tory  activities  in 
South  central  and  Southwestern  Virginia. 


cAccurate  History  OA  Sli Rule  cfor  Ohe  j Present / 
c A Storm  ‘Warning  O' or  CJke  O'uture! 


OWE  UNSUNQ  VICTOR 

A RIGHT  GOES  WRONG 


i/jFTEN  the  ghosts  in  history  return  again  and  again  to 
I /haunt  the  country  with  misinformation. 

Virginia  has  to  her  credit  one  of  the  great  victories  of 
our  Revolution  and  yet  there  is  no  official  record  of  it  as 
such.  All  that  is  left  of  this  victory  isaword  that  people 
shun,  a meaning  and  a term  that  the  people  have  twisted  to 
cast  a shadow  over  the  nation,  a town,  a section  of  Virginia, 
and  a family. 

If  this  story  proves  anything  at  a 1 1 it  will  illustrate  that 
we  the  people  of  the  United  States,  can  build  up  in  our  minds 
a living  and  expanding  lie  that  can  create  a distorted  picture  ”1 
of  our  basic  history  and  have  a damaging  effect  upon  future 
generations  unless  adequately  corrected,  if  such  can  be 
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done.  Haunted  houses  may  be  interesting  to  thrill -seekers 
but  they  are  hard  to  sell  for  living  purposes.  Such  is  also 
the  case  with  the  name  of  a town,  of  a county,  and  a family 
that  has  been  blackened  by  a distorted  legend.  People  seldom 
realize  that  printed  words  can  be,  and  often  are,  lies. 

This  national  fault  magnifies  the  reason  why  we  need  to 
prove  the  accuracy  of  our  past  events.  Instead  of  the  Biblical 
parable  of  “out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings,  M we 
should  substitute  this  gem  of  historians  wisdom  from  the 
Dobie  Gillis  T.V.  series:  "How  will  you  know  where  you  are 
going  if  you  do  not  know  where  you  have  been?" 

This  is  a profound  truth  and  should  be  considered  along 
with  another  that  appeared  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  some 
years  ago  to  the  effect  that  the  reason  history  keeps  re- 
peating itself  is  because  those  who  make  it  know  nothing 
about  it.  We  do  not  know  where  we  are  going  because  of  un- 
certain ideas  as  to  where  we  have  been.  These  varied,  dis- 
torted interpretations  are  eventually  applied  to  the  meaning 
of  our  engraved  tables  of  stone,  constitutions,  bills  of  rights, 
until  any  picture  of  the  past  or  future  becomes  a surrealist 
nightmare.  To  pin  this  down  to  a given  period;  if  we  misjudge, 
misinterpret,  and  misuse  the  recorded  accounts  of  battles, we 
will  certainly  make  a mental  hodge-podge  out  of  Revolutionary 
War  activity  that  was  not  even  understood  by  the  people  of  the 
community  at  the  time  the  action  actually  took  place. 
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This  action  took  place  in  July  and  August  1780.  There 
are  only  a few  official  records  and  inaccurate  interpre- 
tations. The  fact  that  it  was  in  part  political  and  grew  out  of 
a difference  of  opinion  between  political  parties  known  as  the 
Whigs  and  the  Tories  may  explain  part  of  its  obscurity,  but 
not  all.  Ifthe  public  today  knows  little  of  the  Democratic 
Party  and  the  Republican  Party  and  the  sharp  splinter  factions 
needling  the  nation,  how  are  we  to  know  the  truth  of  what 
went  on  between  our  party  ancestors,  the  Whigs  and  the 
Tories,  one  hundred  eighty  odd  years  ago?  We  are  neither 
that  bright  nor  that  clairvoyant . We  obtained  representation  and 
lowered  our  taxes  — for  a while.  But  Virginia  had  the  theo- 
retical representation  by  elected  Burgesses  in  1619  and  it  didn 't 
hold  back  the  taxation  from  England,  in  1776  and  it  doesn't  now. 

In  1780  the  Revolution  had  been  dragging  along  for  four 
long  years,  draining  the  man  power  and  energy  of  the  thirteen 
self-declared  republics,  masquerading  as  a nation.  We  were 
slowly  losing  the  war. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Scotch  people  living  in  our  country 
were  strong  supporters  of  the  Revolution.  There  were  ex- 
ceptions among  the  Scotch  merchants  of  Bedford  County  and  the 
men  of  a Scotch  regiment  who  had  settled  in  North  Carolina  after 
fighting  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  Both  of  these  factions 
became  cells  for  fermentation  of  Tory  feeling  and  action. 


4 


All  of  this  preamble  leads  up  to  the  fact  that  when  the 
British  wedged  into  South  Carolina  at  the  port  of  Charleston 
in  the  spring  of  1780,  the  Tories  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas 
prepared  a welcome  for  the  British  that  would  make  Lord 
Cornwallis  * march  north  to  Virginia  one  of  victory.  The  fact  that 
they  did  not  take  General  Francis  Marion,  The  Swamp  Fox, 
into  their  initial  calculations,  helped  delay  and  slow  down  some 
of  the  British  victories,  and  thus  gave  Virginia  time  to  wake 
up  to  the  fact  that  the  state  was  in  a vulnerable  position. 

There  were  few  Continental  Troops  in  Virginia  to  oppose 
the  British  Army  whether  they  came  from  the  South  or  from 
the  sea.  Many  of  the  mountain  and  valley  militia  men  were 
fighting  with  General  George  Rogers  Clark  in  the  northwestern 
country  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  and  the 
Great  Lakes. 

In  the  ALber marie  Barracks  at  Charlottesville,  Virginia, 
four  thousand  British  and  German  prisoners  of  war  were  con- 
fined. These  were  known  as  the  Convention  prisoners  and 
were  one  of  the  results  of  our  victory  in  the  Battle  of  Saratoga, 
New  York. 

They  were  guarded  by  Albermarle  and  Amherst  County 
militia,  which  were  relatively  small  units.  The  prisoners 
had  been  placed  at  Charlottesville  because  of  its  remoteness 
from  the  theatre  of  war.  Some  escapees  from  the  prisoner  of 
war  barracks  were  apprehended  in  Pennsylvania  in  continental 


(From  a picture  in  Anburey’s  Travels.) 


6 


uniforms  with  forged  papers  and  counterfeit  money.  This 
brought  the  r ea  1 i z at  i on  tha  t the  Tory  underground  was 
strongly  organized . 

With  the  British  established  in  South  Carolina  and  headed 
toward  Virginia,  Governor  Thomas  Jefferson  was  very  much 
worried  about  the  dangerous  possibilities  to  Virginia  whose 
main  troops  were  fighting  in  other  states.  He  frankly  stated 
that  a British  force  from  a Chesapeake  Bay  landing  co- 
ordinated with  a hard-riding  cavalry  unit  from  Cornwallis’ 
Army  could  liberate  and  arm  the  Saratoga  prisoners,  and 
Virginians  would  once  again  be  under  the  British  yoke.  Our 
liberty  would  be  lost. 

Freedom?  Liberty?  These  two  words  were  often  used 
during  the  years  of  the  Revolution.  They  also  have  a familiar 
ring  today  with  the  speaking  and  printing  of  many,  many 
words  on  civil  rights  . Maybe  some  day  we  will  understand 
just  what  freedom  , liberty,  and  civil  rights  mean!  The 
paradox  is  that  we  had  more  freedom  under  British  rule 
then  — than  now.  We  fought  for  one  set  of  rights  only  to 
lose  their  meaning  in  a welter  of  interpretations  and 
changing  trends. 

In  1780  the  Tories  wanted  a return  to  British  rule.  They 
considered  all  Whigs  rebels  and  acting  without  the  British 
law  just  as  t o d ay  those  of  us  who  question  the  legality  of 
the  decisions  of  our  own  U.S.  Supreme  Court  may  be  deemed 
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to  think  rebeltiously  against  Am er ic an  law.  The  Tories 
further  felt  that  anything  they  did  to  hasten  the  return  of 
British  authority  was  within  their  legal  rights,  just  as  to- 
day many  feel  that  any  means  used  to  enforce  integration 
are  legal.  This  was,  of  course,  disputed  with  vehemence 
and  violence  by  the  patriots  who  stood  for  self  rule. 

These  Tories  even  tried  counterfeiting  which  aided  in 
bringing  about  inflated  currency . 

In  the  spring  of  1780  local  Tories  east  and  west  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains  became  more  active.  This  appeared  to 
be  their  main  chance.  More  and  more  of  the  fence  straddlers 
slid  off  on  the  side  of  England.  They  organized  more  system- 
atically and  allied  themselves  with  the  active  Tory  cells  in 
North  Carolina. 

The  prominent  Tory  merchants  in  Bedford  County  were 
leaders  both  in  planning  and  finance.  One  exception  was  David 
Ross,  that  early  chain  store  operator,  who  became  a key  mar 
in  ordnance  and  supply  for  the  State  during  the  last  years  of 
the  Revolution.  John  Hook,  a leading  merchant  was  so  active 
as  a Tory  early  in  the  Revolution  that  he  had  to  be  put  under 
bond.  After  the  war  he  became  the  butt  of  Patrick  Henry’s 
sharp  wit  when  he  tried  to  bring  an  action  for  dam  age  s for 
his  cattle  taken  to  feed  our  troops. 

These  Tory  leaders  whether  active  or  supposedly  neutral 
encouraged  the  free  booters  who  stole  cattle  and  horses  from 
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patriotic  families  to  sell  to  the  British  army. 

In  turn  this  had  led  to  large-scale  confiscation  of  Tory 
property  including  plantation  s , slaves,  and  equipment. 
Many  of  the  slaves  were  taken  over  by  the  State  to  work  on 
> war  projects  such  as  the  Lead  Mines  in  Southwest  Virginia. 

The  section  of  Virginia  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  to  the 
North  Carolina  line  was  not  a frontier  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution.  It  was  well  settled  with  a larger  population  than 
people  today  would  consider  possible. 

Before  and  during  the  Revolution  each  county  government 
was  headed  by  the  county  lieutenant,  who  was  often  a ranking 
militia  officer.  There  was  also  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county 
and  his  deputies,  the  clerk  of  court,  and  the  many  local 
justices  of  the  peace  or  magistrates,  who  made  up  the  courts. 
From  three  to  five  justices  sat  as  members  of  the  lower 
court  of  the  area.  The  higher  state  court  known  as  the 
General  Court  sat  in  the  Capitol  town,  which  was  moved  to 
Richmond  when  WilL  msburg  was  in  danger. 

In  Bedford  Count  Colonel  James  Callaway  was  the  county 
lieutenant  while  colonel  William  Preston  served  in  the  same 
capacity  for  vast  Montgomery  County  across  the  Blue  Ridge. 
Both  of  these  men  were  friends  of,  and  had  served  with  Colonel 
George  Washington  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

Colonel  Charles  Lynch  of  the  eastern  section  of  Bedford 
County,  later  Campbell  County,  was  commander  of  the  Bedford 


County  Militia  which  included  the  Bedford  Mounted  Riflemen . 
His  main  job  was  that  of  superintendent  of  the  State  Lead  Mines  -- 
in  Montgomery  County.  His  aide  and  right-hand  man  was  his 
brother-in-law,  Captain  Robert  Adams,  Jr.  of  the  Bedford- 
Campbell  area. 

In  this  war  where  friends  were  often  pitted  against  friends 
there  were  secret  meetings,  plots,  and  counterplots.  Tories 
from  this  vast  hill  and  mountain  country  were,  with  the  aid  of 
British  agents,  constantly  recruiting.  They  were  establishing 
connections  with  the  North  Carolina  Tories. 

Governor  Jefferson  continued  to  be  so  worried  about  the 
liberation  and  arming  of  the  Saratoga  Convention  Prisoners 
at  Charlottesville  that  he  set  up  a system  of  post  riders  from 
South  Carolina  and  other  battle  areas  to  minimize  the  chance 
of  our  authorities  being  taken  by  surprise  attack  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’  hard-riding,  cavalry  commander  Colonel 
Banastre  Tarleton. 

Lieutenant  John  Wyatt,  who  had  escaped  from  a British 
prison  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  volunteered  to  pose  as 
a British  officer  and  went  among  the  Tories  with  some  print- 
ed British  proclamations  and  promises  he  had  picked  up  in 
Charleston  as  souvenirs.  Wyatt  and  an  unnamed  assistant 
were  taken  to  the  big  Tory  secret  meetings.  They  were  shown 
the  plans  for  attacking  the  State  Lead  Mines  and  the  arsenal  for 
repairing  arms  at  New  London,  the  county  seat  of  Bedford 
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County,  and  for  the  arming  of  the  prisoners  at  Charlottesville. 

Wyatt  was  superb  in  his  role  as  a British  officer,  for  the 
Tories  turned  over  to  him  a list  of  the  Tory  leaders  east  and 
west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  along  with  their  plan  of  action.  Un- 
fortunately little  has  come  to  light  about  this  able  patriot. 

The  knowledge  of  this  plot  broke  so  swiftly  in  July  17  80 
that  the  authorities,  called  upon  for  immediate  action,  were 
delayed  in  getting  off  their  reports  to  Governor  Jefferson  until 
some  measure  of  control  was  established.  Colonels  James 
Callaway  and  Charles  Lynch  filed  their  reports  with  Governor 
Jefferson  by  July  30th.  Unfortunately,  these  reports  have 
been  lost.  However,  Governor  Jefferson's  answers,  based  on 
these  reports,  with  orders  to  put  down  the  conspiracy  and 
the  incipient  rebellion  are  on  record.  He  also  issued  these 
military  leaders  commissions  in  blank  in  order  that  Lynch 
and  Adams  could  increase  the  strength  of  the  Bedford 
Mounted  Riflemen. 

The  report  of  Colonel  William  Preston  to  Jefferson  in 
early  August  gives  in  detail  the  Tory  plans,  and  cites  the 
problem  of  finding  prison  space  for  the  many  Tories  already 
captured.  His  report  also  states  that  Lynch,  after  having 
searched  out  and  arrested  many  of  the  Tory  leaders,  had 
gone  through  Montgomery  County  with  a substantial  unit  of 
militia  to  reinforce  the  troops  stationed  at  the  Lead  Mines. 

Lynch,  Preston,  Callaway  and  Adams  had  nabbed  the 
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leaders  so  swiftly  that  the  Tories  had  no  chance  to  carry 
out  their  initial  plan  to  embody  the  Tory  troops  at  the  Lead 
Mines  and  there  capture  and  secure  their  own  lead  supply  for 
bullets,  while  depriving  the  southern  patriots  of  this  source. 

Our  leaders  acted  so  swiftly  after  Wyatt  and  others  had 
uncovered  the  Tory  plans  that  the  Tories  could  not  advance 
their  date  of  uprising  to  capture  the  repair  arsenal  at  New 
London,  or  to  take  over  the  Oxford  Iron  Mines  and  Works 
on  Beaver  Creek  near  the  James  Rivera  few  miles  to  the 
east.  Here  cannon  balls  were  made  and  Ross  iron  for  the 
cannon  foundry  near  Richmond.  Thus  we  have  the  nipping  of 
a large  scale  plot  before  it  became  active  to  the  point  of 
further  weakening  the  already  weakened  position  of  the  patri- 
ot forces , with  the  corresponding  increase  in  the  strong 
possibility  of  the  British  victory. 

There  were  seventy -five  Tory  prisoners  held  in  Bedford 
County  alone,  many  of  whom  were  leaders.  Evidence  against 
sixteen  of  them  was  strong  enough  to  warrant  trials  for 
treason  by  the  General  Court  in  Richmond.  These  men  were 
found  guilty  of  treason  and  their  names  listed  in  a statute 
passed  by  the  A s s e m b ly  , October  1780,  and  again  in  the 
Court  Order  Book  No.  6,  Bedford  County  Clerk's  Office. 

The  other  cases  where  the  offenses  were  considered 
short  of  treason  were  tried  in  the  magistrates ’ courts  for 
what  was  called  TORYISM.  All  of  these  offenses  were  covered 


From  Court  Order  Book  No.  6,  Clerk's  Office  for  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Bedford  County,  Bedford,  Virginia 
Photograph  by  Mr.  H.P.  Scott,  Clerk  of  Court 
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by  the  law,  and  the  reports  of  the  trials  for  these  cases 
just  short  of  treason  are  also  listed  in  Court  Order  Book  No.  6. 

If  the  Tory  conspiracy  trials  were  all  perfectly  legal, 
how  then  did  the  unpleasant  notoriety  of  the  Lynch  Law  develop 
from  these  trials?  In  reality  the  explanation  is  very  simple 
though  it  has  been  covered  by  obscurity  for  these  many  years. 

Colonel  Charles  Lynch,  Colonel  William  Preston,  Colonel 
James  Calloway  and  Captain  Robert  Adams,  Jr.  had  the  job  of 
bringing  many  of  these  Tories,  not  actually  under  indictment 
for  treason,  to  trial  under  martial  law.  Apparently,  neither 
the  Tories  nor  the  patriots  understood  either  martial  law  or 
courts -martial . It  is  doubtful  if  the  mass  of  people  knew  that 
the  legislature  had  passed  a statute  setting  up  the  machinery 
to  handle  either  invasions  and  / or  insurrections.  This  statute 
was  to  become  effective  August  1,  1780. 

However , this  conspiracy  became  known  around  the 
20th  of  July,  1780  and  military  commanders  charged  with  the 
protection  of  the  state  and  nation  could  not  be  expected  to 
wait  until  August  first  to  bring  these  people  to  trial  under 
the  new  statute.  They  were  all  legally  appointed  officers  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  It  was  their  sworn  duty  to 
protect  the  Commonwealth  and  the  people.  They  performed 
this  necessary  duty  in  an  efficient  manner  that  preserved  the 
spirit  and  the  intention  o f the  acts  of  legislature  made  and 
provided  for  the  emergency.  In  order  to  quell  this  dangerous 
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conspiracy  they  had  to  put  the  martial  law  into  effect  under 
the  insurrection  statute  several  days  before  the  date  set  by 
statute  for  it  to  become  operative . They  did  not  have  a full 
legal  blue  print  of  procedure  to  follow,  but  by  their  common- 
sense  cutting  of  red  tape  they  may  have  saved  this  nation  from 
returning  to  British  rule;  they  definitely  saved  us  from  a great 
defeat.  In  other  words,  they  had  no  time  to  lose. 

In  many  ways  our  country  functioned  well  from  the  start, 
regardless  of  the  battles  lost  and  difficult  odds  and  handicaps. 
More  often  than  not  the  right  men  showed  up  at  the  right  time 
to  handle  adequately  and  efficiently  the  difficulty  at  hand. 
Therefore  agreat  many  Tories  who  were  mixed  up  in  the 
conspiracy  found  themselves  under  arrest  awaiting  trial 
for  "Toryism.  " 

Suppose  we  say  that  today,  if  the  Republicans  would  try 
the  Democrats  for  Democratism  and  punish  them  for  being 
liberals  and  vice  versa,  the  alleged  Democrats  might  well 
object.  They  might  not  consider  that  they  were  committing  a 
crime  o r that  their  ultra  liberal  thoughts  were  dangerous  to 
the  nation.  About  the  only  difference  is  that  in  1780  there  was 
an  actual  War  of  Revolution  being  fought.  People  could  be  and 
were  punished  for  being  caught  in  a political  act  contrary  to 
the  thinking  of  the  side  doing  the  catching.  Just  the  old,  old 
adage  that  a party  of  political  skunks  by  any  other  name  gives 
off  the  same  odor.  The  difference  is  that  in  war  it  can  smell 
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of  treason.  And  in  peace  — it  just  smells!  And  how  true  today! 

In  Bedford  and  Montgomery  Counties,  many  prisoners 
that  had  been  named  as  participating  in  a conspiracy  were 
apprehended.  Against  many  there  was  evidence  that  they 
were  at  least  tainted  with  Toryism.  Some  of  these  men  were 
tried  in  the  magistrates  courts,  found  guilty,  fined  and  im- 
prisoned in  Bedford  County.  These  cases  are  on  record  in 
the  County  Courts  Clerk's  Office. 

As  to  the  confessions  that  did  not  reach  the  court  re- 
cords due,  possibly,  to  the  switching  of  allegiance  and 
enlistment,  we  find  an  example  in  that  of  Peter  Kinder.  This 
is  from  the  Papers  of  Colonel  William  Preston.  The  confes- 
sion is  dated  August  17,  1780.  It  is  endorsed  at  the  bottom 
"COLO.  LYNCHS.  ” This  may  have  been  one  of  the  missing 
Lynch  Papers. 

Kinder  named  Tories  both  east  and  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
in  this  confession.  One  of  these  was  John  Griffith,  the  Tory 
military  organizer,  sometimes  referred  to  as  a colonel.  Both 
Kinder  and  Griffith  were  children  of  parents  who  had  settled 
in  the  Roanoke -Montgomery  area  in  or  prior  to  1749.  Kinder 
was  convicted  of  subversive  activity  in  Montgomery  County 
in  1779  and  put  under  bond  for  good  behavior  for  a year. 
The  year  had  been  up  only  a short  while  before  he  was  ar- 
rested and  made  this  confession. 

The  report  of  Colonel  Charles  Lynch,  June  10,  1782, 
3 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers  189-90,  states  that  Jinkins  and  others 

/ 

J 


16 


were  undercover  men  of  Griffiths  working  in  the  lead  mines  . 
Captain  Saunders  in  charge  applied  Lynch's  Law  to  them. 
Apparently,  slow-downs  on  war  .projects  are  not  new. 

Peter  Kinder  was  a guide  for  the  Tories.  Under  the 
special  act  Tories  of  one  county  could  be  tried  in  another 
under  certain  conditions. 

Another  interesting  point  to  be  found  in  this  confession 
is  the  reference  to  others  in  the  Tory  Conspiracy  as  being 
"in  The  Club.  " 

Many  of  the  courts-martial,  as  well  as  m a gi  s t r a t e s 
courts,  were  held  at  Green  Level,  the  home  of  Colonel  Charles 
Lynch.  Those  found  guilty  were  tied  to  a black  walnut  tree 
and  flogged  with  the  legendary  "forty-save-one  lashes.  "The 
laying  on  of  the  whip  could  be  stopped  by  the  guilty  one  call- 
ing out,  "Liberty  Forever.  " This  would  free  him  from  the 
lash  but  carried  with  it  a term  of  eight  months  service  in  the 
Virginia  Militia  or  the  Continental  Army.  Many  avoided  the 
flogging  entirely  by  an  early  plea  of  loyalty  to  the  American 
Revolutionary  Cause  . This  increased  the  roll  of  the  patriot 
companies  and  provided  additional  eligibility  for  member- 
ship by  modern-day  descendants  into  patriotic  societies. 

If  we  have  been  a gullible  public  in  our  acceptance  of  the 
above  it  is  perfectly  understandable  that  we  could,  through 
the  years,  have  had  a wrong  interpretation  of  that  insur- 
rection act  and  those  trials  by  court-martial.  This  misun- 
derstanding was  increased  by  the  martial  law,  and  courts- 
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martial  being  rescinded  with  the  close  of  the  war  and  the 
termination  of  the  emergency.  Courts -martial  records  were 
not  filed  at  t h e county  clerk’s  office.  It  is  understandable 
that  the  public  not  knowing  that  these  laws  existed,  looked 
upon  Colonel  Charles  Lynch  and  the  other  leaders  as  making 
their  own  laws  and  punishments.  Tory  publicity  aided  in 
spreading  this  propaganda  during  the  rest  of  the  Revolution. 
Their  attorneys  were  loud-mouthed  in  their  contention  that 
all  of  our  acts  were  illegal  and  that  these  fine  men  were 
being  kept  in  the  army  under  duress.  They  had  been  flogged 
by  Colonel  Charles  Lynch  without  legal  authority  —and  on 
and  on  into  the  realm  of  legend  and  tall  stories . 

These  drafted  patriots  began  soon  to  believe  their 
lawyers  and  the  propaganda  and  being  faced  with  a choice  to 
fight  or  desert  — many  deserted  andhid  out  in  the  Blue  Ridge. 

These  enforcees  were  not  the  gentlest  soldiers  in  the 
service.  There  was  in  them  incipient  danger . Later  our  under- 
cover agent,  Lieutenant  John  Wyatt,  when  he  re  ported  for  duty 
in  a line  company,  recognized  some  of  the  Tories  he  had  spied 
upon.  Not  wishing  to  be  shot  in  the  back  he  put  in  for  a trans- 
fer and  received  it.  The  recommendation  on  the  application 
to  General  John  Peter  Muhlenberg,  and  its  accompanying 
explanation  by  Colonel  William  Preston,  was  one  of  the  scant 
pieces  of  information  that  has  helped  make  up  this  mosaic 
of  history  on  the  Origin  of  the  Lynch  Law  and  the  Tory 
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Conspiracy  — the  unsung  and  unknown  victory  of  Virginia 
in  the  Revolution. 

Our  Revolution  rolled  on  but  the  situation  for  the  thirteen 
states  was  becoming  day  by  day  more  desperate.  The  French 
had  arrived  but  had  not  had  time  to  make  their  weight  felt. 
For  every  step  ahead  toward  victory  British  pressure  seemed 
to  push  us  back  two  steps.  Many  of  our  victories  were  on  far 
away  fronts.  They  did  not  relieve  the  pressure  in  Virginia  or 
in  the  Carolinas.  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clark's  victori- 
ous campaigns  against  the  English  and  the  Indians  in  the 
Northwest  kept  our  own  mountain  sharpshooters  far  away 
from  Virginia. 

Colonel  Charles  Lynch,  Colonel  William  Preston,  Colonel 
James  Callaway,  and  Captain  Robert  Adams,  Jr.,  by  their 
fine  planning  and  quick  action  following  the  undercover  dis- 
coveries of  Lieutenant  John  Wyatt  won  a great  victory  over 
the  Virginia  Tories  and  obliterated  their  effectiveness  as  a 
well -organized  fighting  unit  bent  upon  subjugating  Virginia  to 
the  British. 

A further  effect  of  this  victory  was  to  discourage  the 
linking  up  of  organized  Virginia  Tory  units  with  those  of  North 
Carolina  that  were  aiding  Lord  Cornwallis.  This  released 
more  Virginia  militia  to  fight  with  Colonel  William  Campbell 
and  Colonel  William  Preston  and  others  at  the  Battle  of  King's 
Mountain  in  October  1780. 
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ALL  of  these  events  were  bits  in  the  mosaic  that  was  com- 
plete after  the  British  Surrender  at  Yorktown.  However  during 
the  last  year  of  the  Revolution  there  were  many  black  days  and 
discouraging  events . The  patriots  had  nothing  t o make  them 
feel  they  were  winning  the  fight  for  freedom  and  liberty. 
There  are  those  misunderstood  words  again!  As  a matter 
of  fact  so  dispirited  were  some  of  the  fighting  men  that  when 
ordered  south  toward  Virginia  and  Yorktown  they  refused  to 
go,  wondering  why  they  should  fight  Virginia’s  battles.  They 
were  finally  persuaded  to  march  south  by  a combination  of 
tough  court-martial  sentences  and  an  added  liquor  allowance. 

A study  of  this  attitude  or  trend  by  the  historians  then 
andnow  might  well  have  earlier  explained  one  of  our  growing 
national  peculiarities  and  danger  points:  it  is  legitimate  to 
request  and  / or  force  one  group  of  states  to  follow  another 
section 's  viewpoint,  without  obligation  to  go  to  that  other 
state's  aid  in  time  of  need.  Perhaps  these  troops  would  have 
gotten  by  with  it  had  George  Washington  not  been  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  Of  course,  too,  that  was  when  the  leaders 
of  this  country  had  something  in  their  minds  that,  for  a 
while,  looked  toward  the  sound  American  dream  and  not  a 
shadow -haunted  nightmare  that  distorts  the  dreams  of  today. 

Even  in  June  1781,  a few  short  months  before  Lord 
Cornwallis  ’ Surrender,  George  Mason,  who  wrote  THE 
VIRGINIA  BILL  OF  RIGHTS,  an  instrument  we  understood 
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better  then,  than  now,  was  writing  letters  of  despair  to  his 
son,  doubting  that  we  could  win  the  Revolution  even  with  the 
help  of  the  French. 

Then  came  Yorktown,  the  surrender,  and  a cessation  of 
warfare.  Most  of  the  tired  citizens  just  wanted  to  forget,  even 
forgive,  but  above  all  to  get  on  with  the  rebuilding  of  life  and 
living.  To  the  Tories  who  did  not  leave  the  country  this  meant 
fitting  themselves  into  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  Many 
set  about  destroying  all  evidence  of  Toryism.  Any  researcher 
may  find  court  records  but  no  evidence  on  file.  Some  of  the 
genuine,  sincere  Tories  became  excellent  citizens  and  held 
office  in  the  new  country. 

In  Central  Virginia  a number  of  the  Tories  involved  in 
the  conspiracy  threatened  to  bring  action  for  damages  against 
Lynch,  Preston,  Callaway  and  Adams.  I have  never  been  able 
to  find  records  where  these  suits  were  brought.  The  Virginia 
Assembly  passed  an  act  exonerating  these  fine  officers, 
stating  that  the  act  could  be  used  as  a defense  in  case  actions 
were  brought  against  any  or  all  of  them. 

That  our  people  misunderstood  martial  law  is  not  sur- 
prising. It  was  with  us  for  a short  time  only  during  the  last 
year  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  not  brought  into  general  use  in 
all  areas  of  Virginia  — only  at  the  location  and  time  needed. 
It  was  purely  a war  emergency  statute  which  became  in- 
operative with  the  surrender  at  Yorktown.  It  was  as  though 
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it  had  not  existed.  The  people  of  the  country  who  understood 
neither  this  law  nor  the  actions  of  the  leaders  in  carrying  it 
out  simply  jumped  to  their  own  conclusions.  Generally  they 
thought  that  Lynch,  Callaway,  Preston  and  Adams  were  just 
making  their  own  laws  and  the  punishments  to  fit  the  great 
emergency.  The  local  patriots  did  not  blame  them  for  this  — 
they  were  proud  enough  of  them  to  compose  and  sing  a ballad 
honoring  their  actions . 


Hurrah!  for  Captain  Bob  Adams, 

And  Colonels  Lynch,  Preston,  and  Callaway, 
They  never  turned  a Tory  loose 
'Till  he  cried  out : "LIBERTY!” 


In  the  more  modern  times  a ballad  made  a hero  or  a 
western  Robin  Hood  out  of  Jesse  James.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  old  ballad  about  Charles  Lynch  made  a villain  out  of  a 
hero,  added  words  to  the  dictionary  and  cast  slurs  upon  a 
fine  name. 

However,  a 1 1 of  the  evidence  and  misunderstanding  be- 
came distorted  s t o r i e s for  tale -tel ling  by  the  winter  fires 
of  future  generations  — tales  to  amuse  children.  It  was  only 
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recently  after  long  research  that  facts  were  published  with 
an  explanation  of  martial  taw  and  courts -martial  under  the 
insurrection  statute  which  proved  that  these  men  were  acting 
within  the  law.  This  should  burn  off  the  fog  of  doubt  that  has 
been  inclined  to  linger  around  these  men  and  Virginia.  For 
years  people  remembered  only  that  an  uprising  had  been  put 
down;  that  men  had  been  flogged  and  drafted  into  the  army 
under  orders  from  officers  at  ^Lynch's  home.  Therefore,  they 
said  Lynch's  Law  was  used.  At  this  time  the  westward  mi- 
gration had  already  started  from  Central  Virginia  and  the 
migrants  drifted  into  the  habit  of  describing  anything  ir- 
regular , and  on  the  frontiers  there  were  many  irregular 
methods  of  correcting  real  or  imaginary  offenses,  as  "Lynch's 
Law,  " on  the  verdict  of  "Judge  Lynch. " 

Legend  has  it  that  much  of  this  was  spread  by  the  westward- 
moving  Quakers  from  the  South  River  Meeting  in  Campbell 
County  which  Charles  Lynch  helped  to  found.  These  people 
first  moved  to  an  Ohio  region  where  they  were  neither  ap- 
preciated nor  wanted  and  a mob  threatened  them.  It  is  said 
in  this  legend  that  the  Quakers  themselves  said  that  the  mob 
had  applied  Judge  Lynch’s  Law  by  taking  the  law  into  their  own 
hands  . Later  this  was  applied  to  everything  in  the  west  and 
elsewhere  from  riding  an  undesirable  out  of  town  on  a rail  to 
a hanging,  an  easy  step  to  the  creation  of  the  verb  "to  lynch." 

There  is  a history  lesson  in  our  victory  over  the  British 


and  Tories.  It  shows  that  a misunderstood  method  of  achiev- 
ing a victory  can  in  later  years  become  twisted  into  disgrace 
while  this  great,  victorious  event  that  aided  in  the  forming  of 
a nation  is  forgotten.  Charles  Lynch  himself  sarcastically 
mentioned  that  h e had  used  Lynch 's  Law  when  he  was  forced 
to  flog  subversives  at  the  State  Lead  Mines  during  the  Rev- 
olution. He  was  within  his  legal  rights  as  a military  command- 
er protecting  Virginia  State  property  vital  to  the  war  effort. 

The  Lynch  family  was  very  prominent  in  the  early  set- 
tling and  building  of  A l b e r m a r l e , Amherst,  Bedford,  and 
Campbell  Counties  from  before  1750.  In  1757  John  Lynch,  a 
Quaker,  brother  of  Colonel  Charles  Lynch,  founded  Lynch’s 
Ferry  which  soon  became  a river  port  with  an  i n n and  a few 
warehouses.  In  1786  the  town  of  Lynchburg  was  founded  by 
act  of  the  legislature.  Today  tourists  have  been  known  to 
shun  Lynchburg  believing  the  distorted  view  that  lynching  was 
created  here  and  that  some  of  our  gentle  citizens  might  dash 
out,  drag  a tourist  from  his  car  and  hang  him.  Besides  the 
fact  that  we  are  not  villains  of  that  sort,  it  would  be  bad  for 
business.  The  East  German  textbooks  go  even  further.  They 
claim  , for  the  education  of  their  pupils,  that  Lynchburg  and 
surrounding  counties  originated  the  lynching  and  torturing  of 
Negroes  and  that  it  is  carried  on  today.  The  State  Department 
and  other  liberal  government  agencies  share  a tendency  co 
leave  the  correction  of  such  matters  up  to  our  local  people 
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LYNCH'S  FERRY  — from  1757 
LYNCHBURG  — from  1786 

who  do  have  the  means  or  methods  of  countering  propaganda. 
As  all  of  this  uncorrected  and  unchallenged  propaganda  is 
food  for  the  fanatics  and  carpetbagger  s , you  can  readily  picture 
how  simple  misunderstandings  can  be  distorted  into  ahistoric 
dangerous  phantasy  that  is  accepted  as  truth. 

Perhaps  the  day  will  come  when  we  can  search  out  our 
basic  history  by  cleaning  out  the  motes  of  distortion  to  find 
beams  to  illuminace  our  unsung  victories. 


IN  A NUT  SHELL 


People  assumed  that  men  of  Bedford  and  Montgomery 
Counties  took  the  law  into  their  own  hands  to  try,  sentence 
and  punish  freebooters  and  conspiring  Tories  during  the 
Revolution  in  1780. 

The  reasons  for  this  assumption  sprung  from  misunder- 
standings which  were  threefold:  (1)  the  people's  minuscule 
knowledge  of  courts -martial  and  martial  law  in  1780-81, 
augmented  by  the  disappearance  of  the  records  of  these 
courts -martial ; (2)  the  misleading  way  in  which  the  legis- 
lators phrased  the  1782  Act  of  Indemnification,  passed  so 
these  officers  would  have  a legal  defense  against  all  suits 
by  Tories,  and  (3)  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  people  of  the 
time  of  the  official  orders  of  Governor  Thomas  Jefferson. 

See  pages  33,  34,  & 35  for  this  cloudily  expressed  act , 
and  the  Jefferson  orders  and  letters . The  act  states  that  the 
measures  taken  by  these  men  in  suppressing  the  conspiracy 
and  the  act  of  levying  war  against  the  Commonwealth  "may 
not  have  been  strictly  warrented  by  law,  although  justifiable 
from  the  imminence  of  danger.  " 

Actually  Jefferson's  orders,  the  Insurrection  and  Inva- 
sion Statute,  the  statute  allowing  prosecution  for  people  pub- 
lishing or  speaking  words  just  short  of  treason,  and  above 
all,  the  emergency,  took  precedence  over  the  later  Act  of 
Indemnification.  It  is  unfortunate  that  so  few  scholars  during 
all  these  years  have  known  of  the  Jefferson  orders,  the  re- 
port of  William  Preston  and  his  letter  on  the  subject  to  Gen- 
eral John  Peter  Muhlenberg(see  Kegley 's  Virginia  Frontier ), 
which  this  writer  coordinated  and  assembled,  first,  for  pu- 
blication in  1959  for  Origin  Of  The  Lynch  Law  — 1780. 
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THE  LYNCH  TREE 
At  A voca  , originally,  green  level 
Drawing  by  Epps  Turner  Perrow  for  looking  back , 
bv  Pauline  H.  Edwards  and  Letitia  F.  Thompson. 
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^background 


VIRGINIA'S  UNSUNG  VICTORY  IN  THE  REVOLUTION 
is  published  because  this  important  action  of  our  Revo- 
lutionary War  history  should  be  stressed  here  in  Virginia. 
It  has  been  by-passed  and  ignored  even  when  local  writers 
tried  in  vain  to  call  attention  to  it  while  trying  to  explain  the 
true  origin  of  The  Lynch  Law.  Unfortunately  they  did  not  have 
the  correct  key  to  unlock  the  mystery.  This  key  was  the 
Insurrection  and  Invasion  statute  that  allowed  martial  law. 
See  the  following  list  of  statutes.  What  seemed  to  native 
Central  Virginians  was  a justified  taking  of  the  law  in  the 
hands  of  the  military  authorities  and  to  the  Tories  as  a vio- 
lently illegal  act,  was  nothing  more  than  duly  delegated  au- 
thorities holding  courts  martial.  That  many  of  these  were 
held  at  Green  Level,  the  home  of  Colonel  Charles  Lynch 
near  the  junction  of  the  Otter  and  Staunton  Rivers  in  present- 
day  Campbell  County,  near  Altavista,  added  up  in  the  minds 
of  the  local  Virginians  and  the  Tories  and  Freebooters  to  be 
excellent  proof  that  these  officers  had  constituted  them- 
selves as  the  law,  judge,  and  jury.  Bedford  County  then,  was 
not  as  much  in  danger  of  b e i n g within  a Police  state  as  the 
United  States  is  now. 


We  print  below  the  list  of  those  found  guilty  of  treason  by 
the  General  Court  in  Richmond  as  well  a the  list  of  seventy 
five  Tories  held  prisoner , many  of  whom  were  tried  by  Courts 
Martial  and  by  county  magistrates  courts  for  lesser  offenses. 

MEN  CONVICTED  OF  TREASON: 


Ayres,  John 

Bandy,  Richard 

Chuke  or  Cheeke,  William 

Epperson,  Anthony 

Feazle,  Jacob 

Greer,  Joseph 

Hore,  Edward 

Huddleston,  Daniel 


Hunt,  Thomas 
Meadows,  Joseph 
Richardson,  Randolph 
Sinclair,  Wayman 
Watts,  Thomas 
Wheeler,  Rowland 
Wilks,  John 
Wilson,  Joseph 


Josiah  Meadows  and  John  Richards  gave  bond  for  20, 000 
each  as  witnesses  before  the  General  Court  against  the  six- 
teen listed  above.  It  might  be  well  to  note  that  Josiah  Meadows 
was  also  listed  as  a prisoner  and  as  one  of  those  convicted  of 
treason  by  the  General  Court. 

10  Hennings  statutes  at  large , p.  324,  October  1780.  Act 
to  Grant  Pardon  to  Certain  Offenders.  Statute  specifical- 
ly names  the  following  counties:  Henry,  Bedford,  Pittsyl- 
vania , Botetourt,  Montgomery,  and  Washington, and 
allows  pardon  for  treason  to  be  sought  by  the  offenders 
of  the  area.  It  specifically  names  the  sixteen  convicted 
of  treason  (see  preceding  list),  most  o f whom 
appear  on  the  Bedford  prisoner  list.  The  preliminary 
trials  of  the  sixteen  named  took  place  in  Bedford. 
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TORY  PRISONER  LIST 

Tuesday,  December  5th,  1780;  being  the  names  of 
seventy -five  (75)  prisoners  committed  to  the  care  of  the  keep- 
er of  the  Bedford  County  jail  during  the  summer  of  17  8 0 — 
suspicion  of  treasonable  practices  against  the  State;  kept  for 
18  days,  journal  of  the  house  of  delegates , December 
term  1780  — pages  37-38.  (These  have  been  rearranged  al- 
phabetically. See  photostat  of  book  for  that  arrangement.) 


Ayres,  John 

Bandy,  Richard 
Beachboard,  John 
Blankinship,  John 
Bradshaw,  John 
Bourden,  John 
Burgess,  Edward 

Cheeke,  William 
Claywell,  Peter 
Clayweil,  Shadrack 
Cowan,  Robert 
Craighead,  John 
Cundiff,  John 

Daniel,  Peter  Jun. 
Dodd,  John 

English,  Henry 


English,  Stephen 
Epperson,  Anthony 

Farmer,  David 
Feazle,  Bernard 
Feazle,  Jacob 
Fielder,  Samuel 
Funk,  Peter 

German,  Thomas 
Greer,  Joseph 
Greere,  Nathan 

Haiil,  John 
Harding,  Lake 
Harris,  William 
Huddleston,  Abraham 
Huddleston,  Samuel 
Huddleston,  William 
Hunt,  Thomas 


Hurt,  William 

Rees,  Siewman 
Richeson,  Randolph 

Keith,  John 

Rust,  David 

Kelly,  John 

Rust,  Peter 

Lucas,  William 

Sinclair,  Weyman 
Siinker,  Christopher 

Mason,  Martin 

Smith,  James 

Mason  Gilbert 

Snow,  James 

Massy,  Sylvester 
Massy,  Thomas 

Stiles,  Samuel 

Maxey,  Josiah 

Treeble,  John 

Mead,  William,  Jun. 

Trent,  John 

Mead,  Robert 
Meade,  Robert 

Trimble,  Richard 

Meadows,  Josiah 

Warren,  Daniel 
Watts,  Thomas 

Orr,  Edward 

Watts,  William 

Overstreet,  Thomas,  Jun. 

Webber,  John 

Overstreet,  William 

Welch,  John 

Owen,  John 

Wheeler,  Rowlana 

Owens,  Owen 

White,  Stephen 
Wilks,  John 

Paine,  John 

Wilson,  Joseph 

Pratt,  James 

Woode,  Peter 
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SOURCE  MATERIAL 

Clerk's  Office  for  the  Circuit  Court  of  Bedford  County,  Bed- 
ford, Virginia.  See  the  Index  and  Court  Order  Book 
No.  6 for  records  of  trials  of  the  magistrates  courts, 
preliminary  trials  for  High  Treason,  militia  officer 
appointments,  etc. 

LISTS  OF  STATUTES 

Act  of  May  1780,  10  hennings  statutes  at  large , p.  268.  In 
effect  August  1,  1780,  allowing  prosecution  by  County  or 
General  Court  of  persons  speaking  or  publishing  words 
just  short  of  treason  and  advising  people  to  submit  to 
British  rule,  etc.  Petit  jury  to  establish  fine  and  duration 
of  imprisonment. 

See  Court  Order  Book  No.  6,  Clerk's  Office,  Circuit 
Court,  Bedford  Countv  for  persons  tried  under  this  act 


10  hennings  STATUTES  at  large,  p.  309,  May  1780.  Emer- 
gency Act  in  case  of  Invasion  or  Insurrection , providing 
sweeping  powers  for  governor  and  council  including  mar- 
tial law  and  courts -martial.  This  sets  forth  the  procedure 
and  legal  steps  to  be  carried  out  after  August  1,  17  8 0. 
There  were  other  references  to  this  act  when  the  state 
was  invaded.  Courts -martial  were  evidently  used  in 
other  counties,  but  perhaps  with  a difference.  In  October 
1780,  the  Legislature  expanded  this  act  to  set  up  a spe- 
cial court  with  three  or  more  members  of  General  Court. 
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10  HENNINGS  STATUTES  AT  large , p.  324,  October  1780.  Act 
to  Grant  Pardon  to  Certain  Offenders.  Statute  specifical- 
ly names  the  following  counties:  Henry,  Bedford,  Pittsyl- 
vania, Botetourt,  Montgomery,  and  Washington, and 
allows  pardon  for  treason  to  be  sought  by  the  offenders 
of  the  area  It  specifically  names  the  sixteen  convicted 
of  treason  , most  o f whom  appear  on  the  Bedford 
prisoner  list.  The  preliminary  trials  of  the  sixteen 
named  took  place  in  Bedford. 

SEQUEL  TO  THE  CONSCRIPTION  BY  COURTS- MARTIAL 

5 PAPERS  OF  THOMAS  JEFFRRSOH  77*  Princeton  University  Press , 1951 

Colonel  James  Callaway  to  Governor  Thomas  Jefferson,  Bedford  County, 

June  4,  1781. 

*** "Impossible  to  get  into  the  field  any  of  the  militia  sub- 
jected to  six  months  service  by  court  martial,  part  of  these 
brought  in  broke  jail  and  others  escaped  their  guards.  * • * 

These  disaffected  and  disobedient  wretches  stay  much  together 
and  are  very  troublesome.  Near  forty  of  these  enlistments 
that  were  made  in  this  county  last  summer  for  18  months 
have  long  since  deserted  and  are  secreted  by  them.  " 

Same : Page  436 . Letter  from  County  Lieutenant,  Colonel 
William  Preston  of  Montgomery  County  to  Governor  Jefferson 
April  13,  1781,  regarding  conditions  caused  by  lack  of  pow  - 
der,  and  desertions  by  disaffecteds.  Their  hiding  out  in  the 
mountains  made  it  difficult  for  court  martial  to  put  the  law 
"into  execution  against  them.  " That  the  Lead  Mines  were 
in  danger  from  disaffecteds.  Not  in  his  power  to  get  militia 
for  Lead  Mines.  They  had  flower  but  no  meat.  Preston  sug- 
gested trading  lead  for  bacon  until  Colonel  Lynch  could  re- 
turn from  North  Carolina. 

3 PAPERS  of  THOMAS  Jefferson,  p.  597  etc.  September  4,  1780. 
Also  see  p.  603  for  statistics  on  militia  and  drafting. 
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"AN  ACT  TO  INDEMNIFY  CERTAIN  PERSONS  3N 
SUPPRESSING  A CONSPIRACY  AGAINST  THIS  STATE. 
L Whereas  divers  evil -disposed  persons  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  formed  a conspiracy  and 
did  actually  attempt  to  levy  war  against  the  commonwealth; 
and  it  is  represented  to  the  present  general  assembly  that 
William  Preston,  Robert  Adams,  Jr.,  James  Callaway,  and 
Charles  Lynch,  and  other  faithful  citizens,  aided  by  detach- 
ments of  volunteers  from  different  parts  of  the  state,  did,  by 
timely  and  effectual  measures,  suppress  such  conspiracy; 
And  whereas  the  measures  taken  for  that  purpose  may  not  be 
strictly  warrented  by  law,  although  Justifiable  from  the 
imminence  of  the  danger: 

n.  BE  IT  THEREFORE  ENACTED:  that  the  said  William 
Preston,  Robert  Adams,  Jr.,  James  Callaway  and  Charles 
Lynch,  and  all  other  persons  whatsoever,  concerned  in  sup- 
pressing the  said  conspiracy,  or  in  advising,  issuing,  or 
executing  any  order®,  or  measures  taken  for  that  purpose, 
stand  indemnified  and  exonerated  of  and  from  all  pains,  pen- 
alties, prosecutions,  actions,  suits,  and  damages  on 
account  thereof.  And  if  any  indictment,  prosecution,  action, 
or  suit  shall  be  laid  or  brought  against  them,  or  any  of  them, 
for  any  actor  thing  done  therein,  the  defendant,  or  defendants, 
may  plead  in  bar,  or  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  in 
evidence.39  (XI  Hennings  Statutes  at  Large,  134) 

If  these  men  are  guilty  of  taking  the  law  in  their  own 
hands,  one  wonders  about  the  status  of  the  members  of  the 
Boston  Tea  Party. 
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JULY  -AUGUST  1780 

As  Jefferson 's  replies  to  the  reports  of  Callaway  and 
Lynch  are  dated  August  1,  1780,  it  may  be  assumed  that  they 
were  written  and  forwarded  several  d a y s earlier,  as  the 
treason  cases  became  more  numerous  on  the  Bedford 
County  Court  docket  after  July  24th. 

Confirmation  of  this  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Colonel 
William  Preston,  County  Lieutenant  of  Montgomery  County, 
bearing  date  August  8th,  in  which  he  states  that  the  con- 
spiracy had  been  discovered  about  ten  days  before. 

The  report  is  reprinted  here  following  the  two  letters  of 
Jefferson  and  should  be  considered  along  with  them.  As  the 
Governor  was  out  of  Richmond  when  the  report  from  Preston 
arrived,  it  was  answered  by  Lieutenant  Governor  D u d 1 e y 
Diggs,  in  much  the  same  manner  as  Jefferson.  This  report 
and  the  two  letters  give  the  key  to  the  whole  situation.  It  also 
brings  out  the  part  played  by  secret  agents . 

GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  August  1,  1780 

TO  COLONEL  JAMES  CALLAWAY 
County  Lieutenant  of  Bedford  County. 

2 OFFICIAL  LETTERS  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  VIRGINIA,  146 

Your  proceedings  in  sending  a party  immediately  to  appre  - 
Lend  those  who  are  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  you  des  - 
cribe, were  very  proper  as  is  your  keeping  a sufficient 
guard  for  their  security.  Such  of  them  whose  offense  a- 
in  omits  to  high  treason  had  better  be  tried  as  soon  as  poss- 
ible  before  the  examining  court  and  sent  down  if  found  guil- 
ty. I mean  this  of  the  ring  leaders,  those  who  have  enlisted 
others  into  the  conspiracy  or  who  have  accepted  of  commis- 
sions. The  more  ignorant  and  insignificant  who  give  proofs 
of  sincere  repentance  and  may  be  useful  as  witnesses  to 
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convict  the  others  had  better  not  be  put  under  prosecution. 
The  reason  is  that  if  they  be  prosecuted  and  convicted  of 
treason,  the  Executive  have  no  power  to  pardon;  by  keeping 
them  out  of  a course  of  law,  the  Executive  wiiL  have  in 
their  power  to  recommend  them  to  the  Legislature  at  their 
meetings  in  October  to  be  subjects  of  an  Act  of  Pardon,  if 
their  conduct  in  the  meantime  be  such  as  shews  they  merit 
to  be  so  recommended.  They  must,  however,  be  disarmed 
until  further  orders.  You  will  doubtless  be  assisted  in  your 
proceedings  by  the  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth  in  your 
county.  I can  therefore  add  nothing,  but  exhort  you  to  a con- 
tinuance of  the  vigilance  and  decisions  with  which  you  have 
begun  to  spare  no  means  of  securing  the  offenders  by  guards, 
assured  that  in  so  doing,  you  will  meet  public  approbation 
which  you  have  merited.  I send  you  forty-one  blanket  militia 
commissions  and  a copy  of  the  act  for  punishing  crimes  of 
a treasonable  nature,  but  not  amounting  to  treason.  We  have 
not  in  any  instance  undertaken  to  remit  the  penalty  of  the 
Law  obliging  the  delinquents  of  the  militia  to  serve  eight 
months  conceiving  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  should  be 
left  with  General  Stevens  to  be  put  in  use  at  the  time  of  their 
attending  on  him  if  circumstances  justify  it.  It  is  therefore 
best  that  those  from  your  county  proceed  to  him  immediate- 
ly, carrying  with  them  your  recommendation,  which  will 
doubtless  have  its  proper  weight  with  the  General. 

GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  August  1,  1780 

TO  COLONEL  CHARLES  LYNCH 
Commanding  Officer  Bedford  Militia. 

2 OFFICIAL  LETTERS  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  VIRGINIA,  147 

It  gives  me  real  concern  to  find  that  there  is  any  one  citizen 
in  tne  commonwealth  so  insensible  of  the  advantages  of  which 
himself  and  his  posterity  must  derive  from  the  present  form 
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of  government  (original  illegible)  they  can  expect  on  return 
to  dominion  under  a foreign  state  as  to  wish  to  return  to  it. 
I suppose  they  have  materially  considered  the  matter  before 
they  took  the  dangerous  step  they  ventured  on,  that  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  and  reasoning  on  the  subject  is  vain.  It 
remains  to  determine  what  shall  be  done.  The  most  rigorous 
decisive  measure  should  be  continued  for  seizing  everyone 
on  whom  probable  proof  of  guilt  shall  appear.  Those  who 
have  been  the  leaders  of  the  combination,  who  have  enlisted 
others  into  it,  or  who  have  accepted  of  commissions  from 
the  enemy,  should  be  tried  before  the  examining  court  for 
high  treason  and  if  found  guilty,  sent  here  for  further  trial. 
Those  smaller  offenders  who  barely  assented  to  it,  whose 
unequivocal  proofs  of  repentance  give  assurance  of  a real 
change  of  opinion,  and  so  may  be  useful  as  witnesses  to  dis- 
cover the  whole  plot  and  convict  the  offenders,  it  would  per- 
haps be  better  to  disarm  but  put  into  a course  of  legal  pro- 
secution. A pardon  is  what  may  be  granted  in  any  other  case 
to  qualify  them  as  witnesses,  but  in  the  case  of  high  treason, 
the  Executive  have  no  power  of  pardon;  that  rests  with  the 
legislature  which  will  not  meet,  as  you  know,  'till  October. 
Your  activity  on  this  occasion  deserves  commendation  and 
meets  it  from  the  Executive.  The  method  of  seizing  them  at 
once,  which  you  have  adopted,  is  much  the  best.  No  expense 
of  guards  must  be  spared  as  far  as  they  shall  be  found  nec- 
cessary,  and  the  sooner  those  found  guilty  can  be  sent  down 
the  better.  The  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth  in  your  coun- 
ty will  doubtless  advise  you  on  your  proceedings  to  which  I 
can  add  nothing  but  an  exhortation  but  to  continue  the  energy 
with  which  you  have  begun  to  suppress  these  parricides  of 
their  country  before  they  shall  have  further  leisure  to  draw 
other  innocent  men  into  the  same  danger . 
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COLONEL  WILLIAM  PRESTON  County  Lieutenant 

of  Montgomery  County  August  8,  1780 

TO  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

3 PAPERS  OF  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  533 • 

A most  horrid  conspiracy  amongst  the  Tories  in  this  county 
being  providentially  discovered  about  10  days  ago,  obliged 
me  NOT  only  to  raise  militia  of  the  county,  but  to  call  for 
so  large  a number  from  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Botetourt,  that  there  are  upwards  of  400  men  now  on  duty, 
exclusive  of  a party  which  I hear  Colonel  Lynch  marched 
from  Bedford  toward  the  Lead  Mines  yesterday.  COLONEL 
HUGH  CROCKETT  sent  two  young  men  amongst  the  Tories 
as  Tory  officers,  with  whom  they  agree  to  embody  to  a very 
great  number  near  the  Lead  Mines  the  25th  Instant,  and  af- 
ter securing  that  place  to  overrun  the  Country  with  the  as- 
sistance of  British  Troops,  who  they  were  made  to  believe 
would  meet  them  and  relieve  the  CONVENTION  PRISONERS. 
These  they  were  to  arm  and  THEN  SUBDUE  THE  WHOLE 
STATE.  A list  of  a number  of  officers  was  given  to  our  spies . 
This  deception  gave  our  militia  an  opportunity  of  fixing  as 
many  of  them  who  have  been  taken,  and  I believe  there  are 
near  60  now  in  confinement.  A number  of  magistrates  were 
called  together  from  this  county  and  Botetourt  to  enquire  in- 
to the  conduct  of  these  deluded  wretches  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  three  days.  ****a  fortnight  as  there  are  new 
prisoners  being  brought  in  hourly  and  new  discoveries  mak- 
ing. One  has  been  enlarged  on  security  of  £100,  000  to  ap- 
pear when  called;  some  have  BEEN  WHIPPED;  and  others 
against  whom  little  can  be  made  appear,  have  enlisted  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army.  THERE  IS  YET  ANOTHER 
CLASS  WHICH  COMES  FULLY  WITHIN  THE  TREASON 
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LAW,  that  we  cannot  punish  otherwise  than  by  sending  to 
the  best  prisons  of  the  neighboring  counties  until  they  can 
be  legally  tried,  according  to  an  act  of  the  last  session  of 
the  Assembly,  to  which,  however,  we  are  strangers,  as  we 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a copy. 


LIST  OF  OFFICERS  APPOINTED  AUGUST  1780 
Bedford  Order  Book,  No.  6,  1774-1782 


Pp.  292-294,  August  28,  1780 

John  Smith,  Capt. 

Richard  Haile,  1st  Lt. 

John  Dines,  2nd  Lt. 

John  Stankey,  Ensign 
David  Beard,  Capt. 

William  Ewing,  1st  Lt. 

John  Campbell,  2nd  Lt. 

Sam  Beard,  Ensign 
William  Milam,  2nd  Lt. 
Austin  Leftwich,  2nd  Lt. 

John  Phelps,  1st  Lt. 

William  Thornhill,  Ensign 
Hinman  Wooster,  2nd  Lt. 
Jeremiah  Pate,  2nd  Lt. 
Thomas  Pate,  2nd  Lt. 

William  Terry,  Ensign 
Alex  Butler,  1st  Lt. 

Daniel  Perrow,  Ensign 


George  Turnbull,  1st  Lt. 
William  Terry,  Ensign 
Thomas  Hayth , 2nd  Lt. 
Joseph  Stith,  Ensign 
Haile  Talbot,  Capt. 
Skelton  Taylor,  1st  Lt. 
Jacob  Mason,  2nd  Lt. 
Benjamin  Rice,  Ensign 
James  Burns,  2nd  Lt. 

Shell  drake  Brown,  Ensign 
Benjamin  Arthur,  Ensign 
Richard  Walden,  Ensign 
Thomas  Callaway,  1st  Lt. 

P.  298,  Sept.  25,  1780 
Thomas  Johnson,  2nd  Lt. 
John  Rucker,  Ensign 
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PUBLICATIONS  ON  THE  LYNCH  LAW 
SINCE  1900 

THE  ORIGIN  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAW,  by  Ho  Well  C. 
Featherston,  the  green  bag,  American  Law  Book 
Company,  1900. 

the  real  judge  lynch  , by  Thomas  Walker  Page,  the  Atlantic 
monthly , December,  1901. 

the  term  lynch  law,  by  Albert  Matthews,  modern  philology 
for  October,  1904. 

lynch  law investigations,  by  James  Elbert  Cutler,  Ph.  D. 

New  York,  1905. 

origin  of  the  term  lynch  law,  by  Albert  Matthews . Address 
before  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts,  1929.  See 
Volume  27,  Publications  of  the  Colonial  Society  of 
Massachusetts,  (1927-1930),  pp.  256-271.  Ed.  note:  this 
address  gives  Mr.  Matthews'  reasons  and  research  for 
changing  from  the  Charles  Lynch  version  of  the  Lynch 
Law  to  that  of  William  Lynch. 

judge  lynch his  first  hundred  years . by  Frank  Shay, 

Ives  Washburn  Inc. , New  York,  1938. 

Volume  n,  DICTIONARY  OF  AMERICANISMS , p.  1010,  University 
of  Chicago  Press,  1951. 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAW  - 1780i 


by  Alfred  Percy 
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In  ael ving into  this  research  we  have  refuted  both  in  the 
ORIGIN  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAW- 1780  and  in  this  small  book 
the  various  other  Virginia  versions,  especially  that  of  Captain 
William  Lynch  o f the  Danville  area  who  later  gave  chase  to 
the  overflow  Tories  and  freebooters  that  escaped  the  Bedford 
County  and  Montgomery  County  authorities. 

This  version  of  the  affair  was  stressed  by  Sir  William 
Craigie,  mainly  because  of  its  original  notice  having  appeared 
in  Volume  2,  THE  SOUTHERN  LITERARY  MESSENGER , 
1836,  a few  months  after  Edgar  Allen  Poe  had  taken  over  the 
editorship  of  that  magazine.  Poe  was  very  young  at  the  time. 
Sir  William  Craigie  was  influenced  in  his  name  derivations 
by  literature  as  well  as  history.  In  this  case  he  swung  from 
the  Charles  Lynch  version  to  the  William  Lynch  version  for 
use  in  THE  DICTIONARY  OF  AMERICANISMS , 1951,  under 
the  editorship  of  Dr.  Mitford  Mathews.  Mr.  Albert  Matthews 
of  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  wrote  articles  on 
the  Charles  Lynch  version  of  the  Lynch  Law  origin  as  early 
as  1904.  He  deplored  the  fact  that  the  two  best  accounts 
of  the  Charles  Lynch  version  of  the  origin  of  the  Lynch 
Law,  ORIGIN  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAW , by 
Howell  C.  Feather  st  one  , Lynchburg,  Va.,  published  in 
GREEN  BAG,  a publication  of  The  American  Law  Book, 
Company  in  1900,  and  THE  REAL  JUDGE  LYNCH , by  Dr. 
Thomas  Walker  Page,  THE  ATLANTIC  MONTHLY,  December 
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1901,  did  not  publish  their  source  material.  Actually  Mr. 
Matthews  was  close  to  the  truth  several  times,  but  when  he 
could  not  uncover  the  key  to  the  mystery  he  veered  off  to  the 
William  Lynch  version.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Featherstone 
his  papers  were  examined  but  the  sources  did  not  appear. 

This  writer  and  researcher  believed  in  the  ability  of  both 
Mr.  Featherstone  and  Dr.  Page  and  that  what  they  had  known 
about  the  subject  was  more  than  just  folklore  and  legend.  I 
could  not  help  but  feel  that  to  follow  the  obiter  dicta  of  so 
great  an  authority  as  Sir  William  Craigie  would  be  but  follow- 
ing the  mistake  so  often  made  in  this  country;  a man  who  is 
an  authority  and/or  a success  in  one  line  is  automatically 
considered  an  authority  in  all  other  lines  of  endeavor.  He 
may  well  be  such  an  authority  but  it  has  proven  to  be  a danger- 
ous procedure  in  historical  research.  In  this  case  it  is  par- 
ticularly unfortunate  as  a leading  scholar  has  influenced  the 
publication  of  an  error  in  history  in  a national  reference 
publication.  The  correction  of  this  sort  of  error  may  well 
take  years  to  accomplish. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Sir  William  Craigie  and  his  re- 
searchers did  not  uncover  the  key  to  unlock  this  mystery. 
This  would  have  helped  Virginia  historians  prove  the  truth. 
As  it  is  today  people  do  not  bother  to  search  out  the  truth 
even  in  this  section  of  Central  Virginia  where  the  Tory 
insurrection  was  planned  and  thwarted  and  where  the  truth 
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was  uncovered  and  published.  It  takes  a long  time  to  cancel 
out  the  effects  of  old  wives  tales,  gossip  of  the  past,  because 
’’truth  i s stranger  than  fiction,  " and  a dam  sight  harder  to 
prove  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Most  of  my  research  and  writing  deals  with  Central 
Virginia  and  its  nearby  environs.  An  important  part  of  this 
research  deals  with  events  and  people  which  have  spread 
outward  from  Central  Virginia  such  as  the  development  of 
upland  river  transportation,  the  origin  of  the  Lynch  Law, 
migration,  religion  and  politics.  This  must  be  and  is  based 
on  the  record.  It  i s not  interpretive  history  built  upon  the 
interpretation  of  others  without  checking  their  sources  if 
any.  Therefore,  when  others,  from  within  or  without, 
trespass  on  the  historic  record  of  this  area  by  inaccurate 
presentation  or  by  failure  to  give  credit  for  sources  the 
only  alter  native  is  to  bring  this  to  the  attention  of  the  public. 


From  the  cover  by  AN  N PERCY  for 
ORIGIN  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAW  - 1780 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS  COMMISSIONED  FEBRUARY  24,  1778 
BEDFORD  COUNTY  MILITIA 

HISTORICAL  RECORD  OF  VIRGINIANS  IN  THE 
REVOLUTION,  1775-1783,  by  JohnH.  Gwathmey,  1938 
Dietz,  Richmond,  Va„ , lists  Charles  Lynch  commis- 
sioned colonel  both  in  Bedford  Comity  Militia  and  the 
State  Lead  Mines  as  of  of  February  24,  1778. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY  COURT  ORDER  BOOK  NO.  6, 
1774-1782,  page  141,  February  24,  1778. 

List  of  men  recommended  to  Governor, Patrick 
Henry  by  the  Bedford  County  Court  as  proper  persons 
to  act  as  Militia  Officers  in  this  County: 

COLONEL:  Charles  Lynch,  Esq. 

LIEUTENANT  COLONELS:  Jeremiah  Early,  Esq. , 
William  Callaway,  Esq. 

MAJORS:  William  Trigg?Esq.»  William  Leftwich,  Esq. 
CAPTAINS:  Jacob  Early,  John  Callaway,  John  Otey, 

John  Trigg,  ROBERT  ADAMS,  Thomas  Watts, 

Anthony  Pate,  Jonathan  Richeson,  William  Rentfroe. 
FIRST  LIEUTENANTS:  Jesse  Tate,  Robert  Alexander, 
John  Phelps,  William  Hudnall,  Thomas  Helm, 

Henry  Davis. 
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SECOND  LIEUTENANTS:  Bowen  Price,  Augustine 
Leftwich,  Janies  Adams,  David  Martin,  John  Helm. 
ENSIGNS:  Robert  Irvine,  William  Vardiman,  Edmond 
Franklin,  Owen  Franklin. 

The  following  Justices  sat  in  this  session  of  the 
Bedford  County,  Virginia,  Court:  Jeremiah  Early , 
Guy  Smith,  Charles  Lynch,  John  Callaway. 


ADDITIONAL  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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Colonel  James  Calloway,  as  superintendent  of  State  Lead 
Mines  and  furnishing  of  slaves  to  work  them.  Vol.  1 
Council  Reports  And  Compiled  Letters  of  Henry  And 
Jefferson  While  Governors,  page  6.  July  13,  1776. 

Same,  page  58,  Order  of  Continental  Congress, 

15,000  bbls.  of  lead.  Offer  of  Mr.  Talbot  of  wagons 
to  deliver  lead  to  Winston 's  Warehouses  on  J ames 
River  just  below  Lynch's  Ferry.  Calloway  as  super- 
intendent, same,  pages  148,  163.  There  are  many 
letters  regarding  the  lead  mines:  orders,  deliveries, 
building  of  stockade  for  protection,  garrison  of  25 
men  and  officers  etc. , in  this  volume. 

Charles  Lynch  made  superintendent  early  in  1778, 
pages  236,  255;  releasing  Col.  Calloway  for  duty  in 
Bedford. 

Counterfeiting:  Amherst:  Cabells  And  Their  Kin  100. 

Bedford:  see  History  of  Bedford  County(Court). 

Bedford:  re  fear  of  British  agents  and  Tories,  24  Va.  46. 

Lynch,  in  action  against  Tories  near  lead  mines,  1778, 
Kegley’s  Virginia  Frontier,  665. 

Re  England's  attitude  toward  Colonies,  generally,  see 
Bruce's  Social  History,  Sam's  Conquest,  Lieutenant 
William  Timberlake's  Diary. 

British  Lt.  Gov.  Hamilton,  in  New  London  jail  when  on  way 
to  Williamsburg.  1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers  319  et  ceq. 

Tory  Activity:  showing  lead  up:  From  Kegley's  Virginia 
Frontier,  pages  653  et  ceq;  horse -poisoning,  etc.  655; 
letter  Col.  William  Preston  to  General  Muhlenburg,  re 
Secret  Agent  John  Wyatt.  665  action  V.  Tories  at  lead 
mines. 

Personalities  of  County  Lieutenants  Colonel  William  Fleming 
of  Botetourt,  Colonel  William  Preston,  Montgomery, 
Colonel  James  Calloway,  Bedford,  Va.  Frontier  in 
History,  by  Bushnell,  23  Va.  113,  256,  337.  Colonel 
J.  Calloway:  Dec.  28,  1778,  qualified  and  ordered  County 
Lieutenant  by  court.  10  W(l)  142. 

Harry  Innis,  4 Va.  387,  1779  Excheator  of  British 
property  for  Bedford  County.  1781,  Commissioner 
Specific  Tax  And  Commissary  Bedford  County 
Militia.  1782  District  Com.  for  six  southside counties. 
As  a prominent  judge  in  Kentucky  after  leaving 
Virginia:  see  Weep  No  More  My  Lady,  by  Alvin  F. 
Harlow,  Whittlesby  House,  N.Y.  1942,  pages  363, 

421.  Our  Kin,  by  Mary  Denham  Ackerly  and  Lulu 
Eastman  Jeeter  Parker,  Bell  1930,  on  Innis  Calloway, 
Oxford  Iron  Mines. 


46 


Convention  Prisoners  at  Charlottesville:  Captain  Samuel  J. 
Cabell's  Company  of  Amherst  Rangers  spearheaded 
Morgan’s  Riflemen  in  Battle  of  Saratoga,  victory  of 
which  led  to  Convention  Agreement  and  Prisoners  to 
Charlottesville.  See  pages  198-9,  Brown’s  Cabells  And 
Their  Kin.  For  picture  of  a British  Officer’s  life  as 
prisoner  in  Charlottesville,  see  Wood's  History  of 
Alber  marie. 

Jefferson's  letter  of  June  16,  1780,  showing  worry 
regarding  possibility  of  freeing  Convention  Prisoners 
by  a swift  cavalry  invasion  Vol.  2 Letters  of  Henry  and 
Jefferson  while  Governors,  page  131.  Prisoners  complain 
of  unsifted  corn  meal,  Vol.  1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers, 

405 . Letters  regarding  the  removal  of  the  German 
prisoners  after  British  prisoners  had  already  been  re- 
moved from  Charlottesville,  see  Vol.  1 Va.  Cal.  State 
Papers,  pages  525-8-9. 

Colonel  William  Preston 's  papers  on  Tory  activity  and  con- 
spiracy in  and  near  Montgomery  County:  see  Vol.  4 
Randolph -Macon  Historical  Papers,  Page  314  et  ceq. 

Jefferson's  letters  and  orders  of  August  1,  1780,  to  Colonels 
Calloway  and  Lynch  regarding  the  Tory  Conspiracy:  see 
Vol.  2 Letters  of  Henry  & Jefferson  While  Governors, 
146-475.  Also  see  27  V.  157-163  for  Kinder  Confession. 

Miss  Juliette  Fauntleroy’s  Notes  On  Charles  Lynch:  also  33 
Va.  399. 

The  Real  Judge  Lynch  by  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  Page,  December 
1901,  Atlantic  Monthly,  page  731. 

Campbell  County  Chronicles,  by  R.H.  Early. 

Lynchburg  And  It's  People,  by  W.  Asbury  Christian. 

Lynchburg  And  Her  Neighbors,  by  Rosa  Faulkner  Yancey. 

New  London:  Descriptions  by  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux  and 
Isaac  Weld,  see  Travels  In  Virginia  In  Revolutionary 
Times,  edited  by  A.J.  Morrison,  Bell,  Lynchburg,  1922. 

Re  Army  Supplies  in  Bedford  and  Continental  Army  Captain 
Irish  at  New  London:  4 Va.  387.  Correspondence: 

William  Davis,  Com.  of  War  of  Virginia  and  Harry  Innis. 

David  Ross,  and  Central  Piedmont  Iron  in  the  Revolution. 

See  Kegley ’s  Virginia  Frontier,  pages  467,  569,  572. 

Vol.  1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers,  433,  484,  506,  526.  Iron, 
372,  433,  454,  606.  Jefferson 's  Notes  On  Virginia: 
Virginia's  Lost  Industry,  by  John  D.  Capron;  Oxford 
Iron  Works,  by  Miss  Juliette  Fauntleroy.  Ross  report 
and  suggestions  re  Lead  Mines,  1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers, 
602;  Appointment  as  State  Commercial  Agent,  same 
page,  484. 
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Arnold  V.  Virginia,  December  1780,  26  W(l)  56. 

Mental  trend  of  discouraged  patriots  toward  seeking  safety 
in  submission  during  winter  and  early  spring  1780-81, 
page  252  Memoirs  Of  Gen.  Henry  Lee,  ed.  Robert  E. 

Lee.  Also  see:  letters,  reports,  orders  in  2 Letters  of 
Governors  Henry  & Jefferson,  and  1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers. 

Mental  attitude  of  Tories  following  suppression  of  conspiracy 
as  British  brought  war  closer  to  Virginia.  Letter  of  Col. 
James  Calloway  to  Jefferson,  1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers, 

590.  Same  510,  British  prisoners  on  February  12,  1781, 
at  New  London.  Same  514,  British  prisoners  escaping 
in  Bedford  and  Henry  Counties  due  to  inadequate  guards. 
Same  576,  Bedford  Militia  serving  both  at  Portsmouth 
and  with  General  Greene. 

Colonel  Charles  Lynch  in  Richmond  at  time  Governor  Jefferson 
received  urgent  plea  from  General  Greene.  Orders  to 
Lynch  confirming  verbal  orders  to  raise  Bedford  Militia 
and  join  Greene,  Feb.  15,  1781.  Vol.  2 Henry  and 
Jefferson  Letters  While  Governors,  343.  Also  pages 
372,  379  to  Gen.  Dawson  and  Speaker  Richard  Henry 
Lee  concerning  above . 

Re  assistant  manager  to  serve  under  Lynch  at  lead  mines, 
and  Jefferson's  instructions  to  Ross  to  employ  a larger 
force  to  mine  the  much  needed  lead  ore.  Same  as  above 
page  438. 

Re  discharge  of  two  companies  of  Amherst  and  Albermarle 
due  to  long,  faithful  service  and  lack  of  clothes  and  shoes. 

1 Va.  Cal.  State  Papers  590. 

See  Diary  of  Rev.  Sam  Houston  in  Foote's  Sketches,  page 
142  re  account  of  Valley  Militia  march  over  Blue  Ridge 
and  down  to  North  Carolina  for  Battle  of  Guilford  Court 
House. 

Battle  of  Guilford  Court  House,  N.C.  and  Lynch's  Riflemen, 
see  Charles  Caldwell's  Memoirs  etc.  of  Nathaniel  Greene, 
Philadelphia,  1819,  page  233,  Lee's  Memoirs,  269 
footnote.  Lossing's  Field  Book  of  the  Revolution. 

Jefferson's  statement  denying  Lee's  statement  that  Tarleton 
had  penetrated  as  far  as  New  London,  Vol.  17,  Writings 
of  Jefferson,  1903  The  Thomas  Jefferson  Memorial 
Association,  13-19.  See  also  Cabells  And  Their  Kin  by 
Brown  for  letters,  County  Lieutenant  Hugh  Rose  of 
Amherst. 

Reluctance  of  Northern  Troops  to  march  South  to  continue 
the  struggle,  see  When  The  French  Were  Here,  by 
Stephen  Bonsai  Doubleday -Doran,  1945,  page  119.  This 
book  is  excellent  in  showing  the  condition  of  the  country, 
the  people  and  the  Cause,  from  1780.  Much  of  the  re- 
search was  done  in  France. 
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A 


Adams,  Jr.  Captain  Robert,  9,10,13,18,20, 
21,28,32,33 

Albermarle  Barracks,  4,  111.  5 
Albermarle  County,  23 
Albermarle  County  Militia,  4 
American  Law,  7 

American  Revolutionary  Cause,  16 
Amherst  County,  23 
Amherst  County  Militia,  4 
Assembly,  11 
ATLANTIC  MONTHLY  39,  4° 

B 

Ballad  Lynch,  21 
Battle  of  King's  Mountain,  18 
Beaver  Creek,  11 
Bedford  - Campbell  Area,  9 
Bedford  County,  3,7,8,9,10.11,15,23,28,31,32, 
40, 42 

Bedford  County  Clerk's  Office,  11 
Bedford  County  Militid,  8, 9 
Bedford  Mounted  Riflemen,  9, 10 
Biblical  Parable,  2 
Bill  of  Rights,  19 

Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  7, 8, 10, 15, 17 

Boston  Tea  Party,  33 

Botetourt  County,  28,32 

British,  4,6,9,18,22 

British  Agents,  9 

British  Army,  4 

British  Prisoners,  4 

British  Rule,  13 

British  Surrender,  19 

Burgesses,  3 

C 


Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts,  40 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  13, 20 
Continental  Army,  16 
Continental  Troops,  4 
Convention  Prisoners,  4,  111.  5 
Cornwallis  ’ Army,  6 
Cornwallis,  Lord,  4,9,18 
Cornwallis' Surrender,  19 
Counterfeiting,  7 
County  Courts  Clerk 's  Office,  15 
County  Government,  8 
Court  Order  Book  No.  6,  11, 13 
Court  Order  Book  No.  6,  111.  12 
Courts-martial,  13,16,22,31 
Courts -martial  records,  17 
Craigie,  Sir  William,  40,41 
Cutler,  James  Elbert,  39 

D 

Democratic  Party,  3, 14 
DICTIONARY  OF  AMERICANISMS.  39. 

Diggs,  Lieutenant  Governor  Dudley  > 34 

E 

East  German,  23 
England,  3,7 
English,  18 

F 

Feather ston,  Howell  C.t  39,40,41 

Forty -save -one-lashes,  16 

Freedom,  6 

French,  18,20 

French  and  Indian  War,  3,8 


Callaway,  Colonel  James,  8,10,13,18,20,21,28,32, 
33,34 

Campbell,  Colonel  William,  18 
Campbell  County,  8,22,23,27 
Carolinas,  18 
Central  Virginia,  20, 22, 43 
Charleston,  4,9 
Charlottesville,  4,9,10 
Chesapeake  Bay,  6 

Clark,  General  George  Rogers,  4, 18 


G 

General  Court,  8,11,28,31 
German,  23 
German  Prisoners,  4 
Ghosts  in  History,  1 
Gillis,  Dobie  T.V.  Series,  2 
Great  Lakes,  4- 
G KEEN  BAG.  39.4° 

Green  Level,  16, 27 
Griffith,  John,  15,16 


H 
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HENNINGS  STATUTES  AT  LANGE, a8, 3*. 3*. 33 

Henry  County,  28,32 

Henry,  Patrick,  7 

High  Treason,  31 

Hollins  College,  43 

Hood,  Robin,  21 

Hook,  John,  7 

Hutcheson,  Judge  Sterling,  42 
I 

Indians,  18 

Insurrection  and  Invasion  Statute,  27 
Insurrection  Statute,  22 

J 

James,  Jesse,  21 
James  River,  11 

Jefferson,  Governor  Thomas,  6,9,10,32,34,35 
JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES,  ag 
JUDGE  LYNCH  - HIS  FIRST  HUNDRED  YEARS.  39 

K 

Kinder,  Peter,  15,16 
L 

Lead  Mines,  8,9, 10, 11,23 
Legend,  2 
Liberty,  6 

List  of  Officers  appointed  Aug.  1780,  38 
Lynch  Ballad,  21 
Lynch,  Captain  William,  40,41 
Lynch,  Colonel  Charles,  8,10,13,15,16,17,18,20, 
21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35, 40 
Lynch,  John,  23 
Lynch,  Judge,  22 
Lynch  Law,  13,16,22,23,27. 

LYNCH  LAV INVESTIGATORS.  39 

Lynch  Tree  Illustration,  26 
Lynch's  Ferry,  23 
Lynch's  Ferry  Illustration,  24 
Lynchburg,  23,40, 


Marion,  General  Francis,  4 

Martial  Law,  13,16,20,22 

Mason,  George,  19 

Mathews,  Mitford  Dr. , 40 

Matthews,  Albert  Mr. , 39,40,41 

Meadows,  Josiah,  28 

Mississippi  River,  4 

Montgomery  County,  8, 9, 10, 15, 28,  32,  40 

Muhlenberg,  General  John  Peter,  17 

N 

Negroes,  23 

New  London,  9, 11,  Old  Court  House  HI.  32 
North  Carolina,  3,7,8,18 
North  Carolina  Tories,  9 

O 

Official  Letters  of  Governors  of  Virginia, 
28,32,33,34,35,36,37 
Ohio  Region,  22 
Ohio  River,  4 

ORIGIN  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAV,  39,4° 
Origin  of  the  Lynch  Law,  17,27 
ORIGIN  OF  THE  LYNCH  LAV  -17 80,  3 9,40. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  TERM  LYNCH  LAV.  39 
Oxford  Iron  Mines,  11 

P 

Page,  Thomas  Walker,  40,41 
Papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  28,32,34,35,36, 
37,38 

Pennsylvania,  4 
Percy,  Alfred,  39 
Pittsylvania  County,  28,32 
Poe,  Edgar  Allen,  40 

Preston,  Colonel  William,  8, 10, 13, 17, .18, 20, 
21,28,32,33,34 
VILLIAM  PRESTON  PAPERS,  tg 
Princeton  University  Press,  32 
Publications  on  The  Lynch  Law  since  1900,  39 

Q 

Quakers,  22,23 
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REAL  JUDGE  LYNCH.  39 >4<> 
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